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PRESIDENT’S REPORT – OCTOBER 2023 
 

 
 

Hi Everyone, 
 
Hopefully you all enjoyed Round One of the Suzuki – Auckland Motorcycle Club Series on 17 Sept. 
The entry was full and varied, with healthy grids and a large number of “new” riders out for the first time – some 
elevating from Track Days, and others jumping into road-race for the very first time. 
The crowd enjoyed some excellent and entertaining racing. 
 
We’ll be debriefing at the next Exec & Road-Race monthly meeting – this coming Monday – and it’ll be a full and 
positive agenda. 
 
The Club prides itself on having a class for any bike – and we believe the class structure we have, and the race 
format, is working well. But it’s always a work-in-progress, and there are always improvements to chase. 
A case in point is the Ninja’s which will require some discussion on Monday – but we’ll find a consensus and 
resolution.  
 
We’ve also received some feedback on enhancements we have made at the gate. 
And this will be on the agenda for Monday also, to tidy up the expectation, and set some comm’s. 
 
The Club has charged a nominal admission to our road-race events for a number of years now. 
This is not new, and this year have a new group in to manage the gate. 
We’re a little better organised than before – it’s fair to say – and this resulted in some behaviours that we certainly 
aren’t looking for. 
The reality is, the gate helps off-set the entry fees. 
As I said last month:- 
As a Club, we operate as a not-for-profit, and these are inflationary times. 
We always balance our entry fee around anticipated competitor numbers VS the requirement to cover the costs of 
hosting our events. 
And we aim to break even across the Series - acknowledging we may make a bit on one event, and lose a bit on 
others. It's a real juggling act. 
A one-day Club meeting at HD sets the club back the fat end of $35k. 
And this year we have incurred increases in all services we need to purchase, to run the events. 
Unfortunately these do need to be passed on to those who compete. 
Whatever we take off the gate, helps keep entry fees down for competitors. 
Expect to hear more on this soon.  
We don’t want people abusing gate staff, or crashing thru recklessly.  
 
We’re also continuing dialogue with Hampton Downs to ensure events run smoothly, and both the Club and our 
partners can go about their activity to deliver the event, with the minimum of fuss. 
 
Buckets are back at Tokoroa on Oct 7/8 – for the final round of their 2023 Club Series.  
Hopefully this volatile weather is gone, and the sun comes out for them.  
See you there – Bathurst is on, but I’ll be trying to juggle both … 
 
That’s about it for now …  
As always - please don’t be shy to offer the Club your feedback, ideas, suggestions, and help.  
We welcome all the views and support that you bring to your Club. 
 
Stay safe out there, on the streets and circuits. 
Philip Kavermann | AMCC President  



 

Custom BMW R 18:     

 

 
BMW R 18 Custom Nigel Mansell 'Il Leone Edition'  
 
Ever since BMW introduced the R 18 in 2020, it’s been the base for many a custom. 
This 2020 BMW R 18 ‘Il Leone Edition’ is one of just 31 of these custom bikes made. 
 

 



 
 

      
 

 



AMCC Buckets:                   Round 2 – Tokoroa – 26/27 Aug, 2023: 

 

 
 
Points after Round Two: 
 

Formula 4 TOTAL 

88 Nathanael Diprose: RS80 120 

3 Gary Cunningham: CBR150 65 

52 Rick Ford: FXR150 62 

0 Wesley Jones: FXR150 56 

92 Regan Griffiths: GPR-R15 41 

76 Colin Box: GIXXER150 39 

8 Alexander McNab: R15 36 

57 Paul Ellis: R15 29 

86 Sam Koek: 24 

18 Blain Pairama:  21 

57 Mark Robinson: GPR150 19 

14 Roger Whitmarsh: 15 

69 Carl Barrett: FXR150 15 

56 Rob Smail:  11 

87 Cadel Finlay 11 

27 Ram Gnanasekaron: 11 

27 Matt Drayson: R15 11 

77 Blair Lambarth: GPR110 10 

66 Greg Goessi:  9 

23 Brett Finlay: GPR150 6 
 



 
 

B grade TOTAL 

0 Lincoln Wright: 75 

7 Jonathan Harris:  67 

86 Sam Koek: 56 

9 Roger Heyward:  56 

41 Cody Green: 50 

18 Scott Miller:  45 

8 Alexander McNab: FXR150 45 

57 Mark Drayson: R15 42 

18 Nathan Finlay: 34 

73 Andrew Ness: 31 

33 Cade Rea: 28 

86 William Ball: 28 

87 Cadel Finlay 22 

47 Chris Nobbs: 20 

52/16 Timothy Wigram: FXR150 19 

4 Zac Green: 17 

81 Elijah Daken:  13 

54 Alan Vatble: 11 

90 Annika Smail:  5 
 
 

Formula 5 TOTAL 

58 Nathanael Diprose: RS50 145 

77 Blair Lambarth: RS50 112 

14 Roger Whitmarsh: 90 

8 Alexander McNab: TZ50 72 

5 Stuart Cullen: RG50 64 

92 Regan Griffiths: RS50 45 

37 Robert Willis: RS50 30 

11 Scott Griffiths: RS50 20 



Sidecar TOTAL 

5 Chris Lawrance & Rick Ford/Geoff Davies 190 

4 Sarah & Richard Lawrance 76 

77 Darren Pate & Matt Nielsen 66 

57 Paul Ellis & Jason Hearn/Matt Drayson 61 

1 Symon Kitvhrn & George Rennell 55 

66 Darren & Helen Prentis 42 

57 Tony Christiansen & Colin Box 36 

4 Richard Lawrance & Vincent Kerslake 22 
 

 
F5: (77) Blair Lambarth & (42) Stuart Cullen 
 

 
F5: (58) Nathanael Diprose 



 
B-GRADE: (86) William Ball 
 

 
B-GRADE: 
 

 



 
SIDECAR: (4) Richard Lawrance / Vincent Kerslake 
 

 
SIDECAR: (1m) Symon Kitchen / George Rennell 
 

 
SIDECAR: (77) Darren Pate / Matt Nielsen 
 



 
F4: (52) Rick Ford 
 

 
F4: (3) Gary Cunningham 
 

 



 
F4: (23) Brett Finlay & (66) Greg Goessi 
 

 
F4: (8) Alexander McNab 
 

 
F4: (57) Mark Robinson 
 



 
F4: (88) Nathanael Diprose 
 

 
F4: (27) Matt Drayson 
 

 



 

 



Honda Monkey: 

 
Rare Gold 1984 Honda Monkey Z50J 
Only 5,000 of these limited edition Monkeys were made and sold, in the Japanese market. 
 

           
 

 



ZX-10RR WSBK Edition: 

 

 
Kawasaki To Release Extremely Limited 2024 Ninja ZX-10RR WSBK Edition In Germany 
 
Just (ZX) 10 of these will ever be made. 
Crafted by the Kawasaki Racing Team at its Friedrichsdorf headquarters, these bikes come with a variable air intake 
system on board. The 998cc inline four-cylinder engine gets some key upgraded internals from Pankl Racing Systems, 
including lightweight pistons and titanium connecting rods. Racing camshafts, piston pins with diamond-like coating 
(DLC), and lightweight and strong valve springs. The Ninja ZX-10RR WSBK Edition also gets a set of choice Marchesini 
forged wheels to lighten unsprung weight.   
 
The true party piece on this machine, however, is the variable air intake system installed in the airbox. While it’s not 
turned on all the time, it can be activated if a rider is also using the racing engine control unit (ECU). There’s also a 
special wiring harness that must be installed.  
 
Pricing is € 33,145 in Germany, including a 19 % VAT. 
For comparison, the price of the regular 2024 Ninja ZX-10RR in the German market is € 29,995. 
 

      



 
 

      
 

 
 



“10 YEARS AGO” … 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 



Classic Motorcycle Mecca:                Invercargill 

 

 
 

 
Britten V1000 



Last stop for me in Invercargill in June, was Classic Motorcycle Mecca, on Tay Street in the central city. 
A treasure trove of all things motorcycling, with specific collections for John Britten, Ivan Mauger, and  
Burt Munro (of course).  
The range and variety in the museum is vast. Covering British, American and European. 
And for those who like 4-Wheels, there is also a "George Begg Bunker" with a nice collection of Begg racing cars, 
including the beautiful Begg 018 (which is just what all “real” racing cars should look like).  
Plus there is a whole range of other oddities and items of interest. 
If you're ever in Southland - be sure to check it out ... 
 

 
Britten Precursor 
 

 
Britten V1000 Aero-D-One (Left) and Britten V1000 Aero-D-Zero (Right) 



 
1934 BMW R2 
 

 
1937 BMW R6 



 
Interesting un-faired Bimota Honda   
 

 



 
Karel Pavich 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
1959 BMW R26 
 

 
1967 BMW R69S 



 
1968 BMW R60/2 
 

 
 



 
Burt Munro – One of the movie bikes 
 

 
Begg 018 



 

 



Carl Cox Motorsport Cup: 

 

 
HD Club Circuit - 1 Sept, 2023: 
 
The fog gave way to brilliant sunshine. 
PassMaster Rider Training, along with Carl Cox Motorsport Cup. 
Delivered a successful rider training day on the Hampton Downs Club Circuit, with a raft of CCMC competitors from 
both the Hyosung and Ninja classes taking to the track, a number of them for the first time ... 
 

 



 
 

      
 

 



WSBK:  
 

 
Jonathan Rea - Kawasaki Racing Team WSBK, and Toprak Razgatlioglu - Pata Yamaha WSBK 
 
Rea set for shock Yamaha WSBK switch in 2024 
 
Rea joined Kawasaki in 2015 after six season at Honda in WSBK, with the Ulsterman going on to dominate the series 
aboard the ZX-10RR. 
 
He won six consecutive championships between 2015 and 2020, setting the record for the most race victories in the 
process at 119. 
 
Rea was dethroned by Razgatlioglu aboard the Yamaha in 2021, while Ducati dominator Alvaro Bautista was 
champion last year and is well on course to do the same again in 2023. 
 
The 37-year-old Northern Irish rider has a Kawasaki deal in place for 2024, though the competitiveness of the ZX-
10RR has waned in recent years, with Rea only so far winning once in 2023. 
 
One of the big shocks of the 2024 rider market came earlier this year when Razgatlioglu announced he would be 
leaving Yamaha to join BMW, also ending faint hopes of a MotoGP switch with the marque next season. 
 
With Razgatlioglu's departure to BMW, Rea has seen the possibility of having access to a more competitive bike right 
now and after nine seasons at Kawasaki with the same team, he has decided that it is time to take his chances in 
WSBK as he nears the end of his career. 
 
Rea's move to Yamaha comes after the six-time world champion was able to terminate his contract with Kawasaki, 
who will part ways by mutual consent. 
  



 

                     
 

                                                                                                                                                                      

   
 

 

 

    

 
 

Media and / or Images .... 
 
If you have any specific requirements for images, or the generation of 
content for media or sponsor purposes, let’s have a discussion to see  
where / how I can help you. 
 
Philip Kavermann 
AMCC / New Zealand Motor Sport Yearbook  
philip@nzmsy.co.nz          M: 021 264 8021          www.nzmsy.co.nz 



“20 YEARS AGO” … 

    

       



 

 



Suzuki – AMCC Club Series:      
 
 

 
 
Welcome to the new Suzuki - AMCC Club Series for 2023. 
 
Once again, Suzuki New Zealand is proud to be a supporter of grass-roots road racing.  
These events are pivotal in creating tomorrow’s champions; and are only possible with help of clubs such 
as AMCC, and a large number of volunteers.  
It’s important to remember that this is a sport, and you should always take time to thank those who gave 
up their weekends to make it possible for you to complete.  
 
Best of luck to everyone! 
 
Simon Meade 
General Manager Motorcycle and Marine 

 

 



 

   



RIP – Scott Buchanan: 

 
RIP Scott Buchanan. 
Passed away 4 September, 2023. 
Sincerest condolences to Ange, and all Family and Friends of Scott, and also the wider motorcycling community. 
From everyone at Auckland Motorcycle Club … 
 

              



 

 
Thur 7 September, 2023: 
 
Hi everyone, this is Ange here...  
This morning we said our final goodbyes to Scottie - it was a fitting send off with his plaque having the Kawasaki 
insignia on it as well as having Chris riding the Kawasaki behind him. 
 

 
 
 
Scott BUCHANAN Obituary 
BUCHANAN, Scott Andrew (Scottie/ Bill). Born March 09, 1968. Passed away on September 04, 2023. Passed away 
following long illness. Loved little bro of Peter, Paul, Kris, Richard and Jenny Mortimer (Burrows) and Kaye Buchanan. 
Loved Bro in law of Shirl and Deryck A memorial service will be held for Scottie (Bill) at Auckland Motorcycle Club 
rooms 1110 Great South Road Otahuhu Saturday 16th September at 11am. The final Lap- You did it your way. 
 
Published by The New Zealand Herald on Sep. 14, 2023. 



Carl Cox Motorsport Cup: 

 
 

      
 



 
 



 
 
 



 

            



 

CCMC Points:     

     

Ninja Cup:   Hyosung Cup:  
Billee Fuller 229  Oliver Pykett 228 
Sean White 181  Scott Findlay 181 
Michael Robinson 181  Hadleigh Thomson 158 
Timothy Gray 143  Ben Cook 135 
Nick Trigger 132  Elijah Daken 133 
Nathan Finlay 127  James Murdie 123 
Andrew Ansell 120  Brett Butler 117 
Andrew Boldero 114  John Williams 108 
Blain Pairama 103  Cadel Finlay 105 
Sam Greenhalgh 95  Rory Garvey 102 
Britten Someville 94  Jarrod Thompson 65 
Blair Skelton 88  Trent McDiarmid 62 
Bryan Kidd 84  Corey Pook 60 
Mike Cross 83  Jesse Stroud 60 
Megan Kemp 70  Riley Fowles 56 
Gordon Finlay 68  Shaun Parker 56 
Jayme Martin 56  Guy Webster 54 
Alex Le Comte 52  Troy Fowles 52 
Simon Finlay 50  Nick Brown 50 
Terence Gates 40  Robert Mayo 42 
Heidi Trigger 24  Enrique Belcourt 24 
Graeme le Comte 20  Tim Wigram 23 

   Phil Oades 20 

Womens Cup:   Joe Stroud 8 
Billee Fuller 30    
Megan Kemp 27    
Heidi Trigger 24    

 
 
 

         
 
 



Courtney Duncan:      World Champion 

 

 
 
“World Champion x4. Hard to believe, but no doubt it’ll sink in sooner than later.  
Thanks to everyone involved in helping me achieve this, appreciate you all” 
 
Adding the 2023 world crown to her previous world championship titles in 2019, 2020 and 2021. 



Suzuki – AMCC Club Series: Round 1       
 

 
Suzuki-Auckland Motorcycle Club Series 
Round 1 - 17 Sep, 2023: 
 
Thanks to ALL our wonderful Volunteers who delivered a very successful Round 1. 
Sign on took a bit longer than we wanted. 
If you could make sure your licences are filled out completely - and accurately - that would help things move faster. 
 
The rain stayed away, but the wind was pretty brutal at times - so huge credit to the Orange Army who were out 
there all day without complaint. 
 
Some images following (and check out the full report in the next AMCC RIDERS' BRIEFS). 
 
Round 2 is on the 15 Oct - Get your entries in .. 
 
And remember, one eligible competitor will be taking a brand new GSX Suzuki 250 home with them on 19 Nov.  
 
THANKS to all our Sponsors and Partners: 
 

Suzuki 
Motomail 

Mr Motorcycles 
M&M Engineering 

Carl Cox Motorsport Cup 
MTF Finance 

CTAS 
MX Timing 

 



 

 
WELCOME to ALL our first-time competitors, and those who are transitioning from track-days. 
There were so many new faces to AMCC / Road-Racing / Hampton Downs - that a special session for the newbies 
was held prior to the commencement of practise/qualifying ... 
 
 

 
SIDECAR 
F1 Vs F2 - (3) Lawrance/Lawrance (Suzuki 1000) snatch the lead from (55) Dowman/Dowman (Suzuki 600) 
 



 

 
SENIOR 
Where's Rogan gone ? 
Dave Sharp (ZX-10R) and Rogan Chandler (GSX-R600) dominated the Senior category, with little between them. 
 
 

 
SENIOR 
(15) Rogan Chandler (Suzuki GSX-R600) - So fast .... 
 



 

 
CARL COX MOTORSPORT CUP 
The Ninja 400 field gets to work, (1) Billee Fuller and (44) Blain Pairama leading the way 
 
 

 
CARL COX MOTORSPORT CUP 
(1) Billee Fuller 
 
 



 
 

 
INTERMEDIATE 
Nixon Frost was looking (and sounding) good on the Honda RS125 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Timo-eye view -- Just one of our valuable Vollies. 
And all of them doing a great job. 
 
 

 
JUNIOR 
The Junior racing was as good as it gets ... 
This is Race 2 - with (46) Hamish Simpson, (51) Cameron Leslie, (1) Billee Fuller and (2) Jesse Stroud debating who 
was going to miss out on the podium ... 
With 0.4 seconds between them at the finish, the final order was Fuller, Stroud, Leslie and Simpson. 
 



 
 

 
SENIOR 
(44) Marcus Read-Bloomfield (MV Agusta 676) 
 
 

 
SENIOR 
One of the many first-time AMCC entrants - (369) Asbbin Abraham on the 1-Litre BMW 
 



 
 

 
CARL COX MOTORSPORT CUP 
Three-from-three for Oliver Pykett, on the 250 Hyosung 
 
 
 

 
CARL COX MOTORSPORT CUP 
Jesse Stroud 
 



 

 
SENIOR 
Ed Molijn on the booming KTM 1290R 
 
 

 
INTERMEDIATE 
The Nick Kampenhout Vitpilen 701 was a bit of a weapon ... 
 
 



 
 

 
CARL COX MOTORSPORT CUP 
Hyosungs off the line 
 
 

 
CARL COX MOTORSPORT CUP 
Pitboard for Billee 



MNZ News:  

 

 

12 September 2023 

 
Announcement from Mike Kerrisk 

 

Following a series of personal [family] and health related matters, I have made the difficult decision to resign from 
my role at Motorcycling New Zealand so I may dedicate the time required to resolve these matters effectively and 
appropriately. 

To those who have worked closely with me over my time to develop and/or complete initiatives aimed at making our 
sport safe, fun and fair - I thank you as I know this will continue on. 

 

 

 



NZSBK: 

CHANGE MADE TO NZ ROAD-RACE NATIONALS CALENDAR   Taupo  Is  Now  OUT  
 
The 2023-24 New Zealand Road-Race Nationals 
Organisers of the upcoming 2023-24 New Zealand Superbike Championships season have been forced to make a 
slight tweak to the calendar. 
 
The sport’s governing body in this country, Motorcycling New Zealand (MNZ), said it was thrilled to announce last 
month the official dates and venues for a new-look six-round 2023-24 series, but, according to MNZ road-race 
commissioner Andy Skelton, “changes have since been forced upon us”. 
 
“We are now informing riders, stakeholders and interested parties that, unfortunately, the stand-alone Taupo event 
that had been set aside to cater for the national TT title races, on March 9-10, as a follow-on round from the final 
national points racing at Hampton Downs on March 2-3 has, sadly, had to be cancelled. 
 
“We are all disappointed with the decision but fully understand the financial pressures on promoters and circuit 
owners to create financially viable events and obviously with this round not being supported with national points it 
creates some uncertainty as to the viability. 
 
“Hampton Downs and Taupo would like to consider next year’s allocation of the national points rounds, so leaving 
the door open for further opportunities,” said Skelton. 
“The TT races will be incorporated into the Hampton Downs points meeting if the host club applies for the 
opportunity. We will keep stakeholders informed as we move forward.” 
However, the rest of the 2023-24 season is unchanged and will go ahead as planned. 
 
As outlined last month, the Suzuki International Series and New Zealand Superbike Nationals will be combined, a 
recognition of the popularity, significance and relevance of both competitions. 
 
The popular annual three-round Suzuki International Series, including the world-renowned Cemetery Circuit street 
race event in Whanganui on Boxing Day, kicks off this busiest time of the year for New Zealand’s elite motorcycle 
road-racers, with the New Zealand Superbike Nationals flowing on nicely after that, three events in the South Island 
and then the MotoFest festival weekend at Hampton Downs, north of Hamilton, to wrap it all up. 
 
Skelton explained that points from five of the six rounds will be counted in 2023-24, with riders able to discard their 
worst round score, allowing teams and individuals to manage their budgets and choose which rounds they wish to 
attend and which one they might choose to skip. 
 
 
DATES FOR 2023-24 NZ MOTORCYCLE ROAD-RACE SEASON: 
Suzuki International Series (and first two rounds of the nationals): 

 Round 1, Taupo, Dec 2nd and 3rd; 

 Round 2, Manfeild, Feilding, Dec 9th and 10th; 

 Whanganui’s Cemetery Circuit, Dec 26th (third and final round of Suzuki Series, but not part of the nationals). 

 Round 3, Ruapuna, Christchurch (includes GP title races), Jan 6th and 7th; 

 Round 4, Levels, Timaru, Jan 13th and 14th; 

 Round 5, Burt Munro, Teretonga, Feb 9th, 10th and 11th. 

 Round 6, Hampton Downs, part of MotoFest, Mar 2nd and 3rd. 
 
 
 



 

      

                RACING CALENDAR / COMING EVENTS   
 

October 2023 
7/8  AMCC Buckets - Rd 3 Tokoroa    (Final) 
15  AMCC Club Series - Rd 2 Hampton Downs 
 
November 2023 
5  AMCC Club Series - Rd 3 Hampton Downs Club Circuit (Junior Classes Only) 
19  AMCC Club Series - Rd 4 Hampton Downs   (Final) 
25/26  Bucket 2-Hour  Tokoroa 
 
December 2023 
2/3  Suzuki Series – Rd 1  Taupo  
2/3  NZSBK – Rd 1   Taupo 
3  LandSpeed NZ  Goudies Road, Reporoa   (Rain Day 10 Dec)  
9/10  Suzuki Series – Rd 2  Manfeild  
9/10  NZSBK – Rd 2   Manfeild 
26  Suzuki Series – Rd 3  Cemetery Circuit    (Final) 
 
January 2024 
6/7  NZSBK – Rd 3   Ruapuna – GP Title Races 
13/14  NZSBK – Rd 4   Levels 
 
February 2024 
9/10/11 NZSBK – Rd 5   Teretonga 
       In conjunction with the Burt Munro Festival 
 
March 2024 
2/3  NZSBK – Rd 6   Hampton Downs – MotoFest (Final)  TT Titles 
10  LandSpeed NZ  Goudies Road, Reporoa   (Rain Day 17 Mar)  
 

                              



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Member’s ads are placed free of charge, and will be inserted for 2 Magazines.   
If what you are advertising is sold or bought please advise, so the ad can be removed.   
Display ads are available at the following rates: $17 per half page, $34 per full page, per issue.   
All commercial advertisers are required to pay in advance.   
Contact media@amcc.org.nz. 

 

                            

 



 

 


